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lUlin-utes of the Annual General llleeting held on
Thursday 16th March 2O23 at1.a{pm

Preston ond District u3a

Free ist ChurchAt

Attendance
ln

Tony Cheetham (AJC) - Chair
Janet Nixon (JN) - Treasurer
Barhara Long (BL) - Secretary
Peter Kitchen (PK) - Membership Secretary
Sheila Finch (SF) - Members Representative
Margaret Clark (MC) - Assistant TreaSurer
Ann Kenny (AK) - Group Co-ordinator
David Parker (DP) Co-opted - Beacon Administrator
Wendy Tyson (WT) Speak€r Orgdnis€r

There was a total of 145 members in attendance.

Apologieg
Sheila JCarol Sheila ChesterMelrose, ones, Elizabethbanks, &Charlie SueReid,Hilary

MartindaleCarol Joan& Smith.

Chair 1

2.

3.

4.

5.

6-

started meeting by pointing out the exits then welcomed everyone and
thanked everyone for attending
2022 wa5 a enallengin$ ycar as wE emefged from thc pendemia, ft WeS thE first fuil yedr
since 2019 when our activities were not cancelled or disrupted. Unlike many other u3as
Preston & District membership continued to grow during lockdown, howevei we have seen
soine redudion iR attenelaRce at lntcrcst Group mcctings during 2022, Bossibly rcflceting
an initial reluctance to meet socially after lockdown. Memberevents were resumed during
2022.
Any questions reiating to toda/s meeting can be put to the retevant committee member via
the contacts page on our website.

The minutes of the last AGM held on the 17t March 2A22were accepted and signed as a
true record:
Proposed by: Janice Bennett &Seconded by Joan'Fishwick

There were no matters arising from the 2022 AGM minutes, which had beea distributed
priorto the meeting, questions were not being taken as none had been received by the 2nd
March as stated in the notices placed in the newsletters priorto the AGM.

Tony then informed the members that lnterest Group attendances were down by 20a/o
qTmpared to 2019 but had improved over the last few months. Tony then thanked Sheita
Fihch, fvlbmbership Rep, fordoing the comparison figures of 20i9 &h}*zwhich involved a
lot of work.

SumUp fhe new payment sysfern has been a success wifh Pbter Kifchen using it af both
monthly and group meetings for membership renewal. David Parker has helpet Peter by
recording those members \irho have elected to renew by bank mnsfer.

A successful Members Coffee morning/Group Leaders lunch was held in January. ln the
coming months several evenE are planned inctuding regularDave Stevens'guiz events, a
MuSicdl Evdtiitfg witli tMn€ drid Cfi6dsE, talkS ori thii EngliSfi Civil Wat, China-, endffid
Beethoven String Quartets, and a Desert lsland Discs afternoon in late October.

Tony"th-d'nt€d Beftra:ni L0frg- for afl of h€r effOit$ in the r6fe* 6f Seeretery dufng'ffi6 Ba-St
three and a half years and observed that she would continue her work editing 'Good
TiITles" and running the raprdly expanffi il,tOTO grcuB, He then thanked arm Kenny for
her role as lnterest Group Coordinator, heviilgto liaise vstth venues, booking rooms and
bging a sounding board for the Group Leaders. Tony then thanked Eric Faiackerley for all
sf his efforts in his role of Exarniner of our Aeeounts for the past 6 ycars



7.

8.

9.

Janet (Treasurer) then explained that we had 2 accounts where the membership & events
aeeount w5s in crCdit, thc lntcrest Gfoup aeeount had a small defieit. Venu€ fees are rising.

a. lllargaret Jones has put her name forward as Eric's successor. This was put to a
membership vote by a show of hands:
For - unanimous, Against-none: Abstentions - none.

b. The accounts were approved by a show of hands:
For - unanimous: Against - none: Abstentions - none.

The amendments to the constitution were put to a vote by a show of hands:
For - unanimous: Against - none: Abstentions - none.

Election of Committee Nominees then took place;
Vice Ghair: Kay Harrison who was proposed by: Stuart Mason and seconded by: Judith
Mason. Voted by a show of hands:
For - unanimous: Against - none: Abstentions - none.

Secretary: Susan Holder who was proposed by: Jean Pickles and seconded by: Geoffrey
Key. Voted by a show of hands.
For - unanimous: Against - none: Abstentions - none.

Beacon Administrator David Parker who was proposed by: John Gregory and
seconded by: Christine Kitchen. Voted by a show of hands:
For - unaRimous: Against - none: Abstentions - none.

The lnterestGroup Coordinator role remains tmfilled in the short term but Steena elowes
has volunteered to take the role. A handover period with Ann will take place and she will be
co-opted onto the Committee at its next meeting on 31't March.

Date/
Time
Next

Meeting

lt was agreed that the 2024 Annual General Meeting will be held on:

Thursday illarch 2'lst at 1.45 pm at Fulwood Free f,lethodist Ghurch.

Tony then thanked all present and closed the meeting.

SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD

l':j'


